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Peter Wells is the 2011 Creative New Zealand

Mi chael King Writerso

Creative New Zeal and Mi
search and write a nefittion book titledSparrow on a RooftopThe book
looks at the months of December 1871 and January 1872 when Kereopa Te R
brought to Napier, put on trial for murder and hanged.

Suspected of spying, the missionary Carl Volkner was hanged from a willow tre
outside his own church in Opotiki during the height of the land wars in New Zee
land. Ker eopa Te Rau swall owed Vol kner
for seven years, he was eventually captured, tried and hanged in Napier.

olenso Society secretary and author Peter Wells has been awarded the
$100, 000

ifAt the time Kereopa Te Rau was reg
justice, o0 Wells says. fABut there we
|l ished an i mpassioned tract saying

visited Kereopa Te Rau in his cell and tried to comfort h8parrow on a Rooftop
is as much a portrait of a time as an evefuu have to remember it was Christma
and New Year and in the small colonial town of Napier there were theatrical ev
adulteries, lost property, fightdleanwhile inside a room, a man waits for his

deat hé. o

AThis story allows me to sink into
the small truths and deceptionsl i e, 0 Peter Well s say
furnace in which contemporary New Z
this support so | can take my own t
A writer of fiction and nonfiction,

book,Dangerous Desiresvon the Reed Fiction Award, the NZ Book Award, and
PEN Best New Book in Prose in 1992. His memoir won the 2002 Montana NZ

Book Award for Biography, and he has won many awards for his work as a film
director. He is cdounder of the Auckland Writers and Readers Festival. In 2006
Wells was made a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit for services to li
ture and film.

This year he is bringing othe Hungry Heart a contemporary look at the 19th
century dissident and polymath, William Colenso.

The Creative New Zeal and Michael Ki
writers to work on a major project over two or more ye&k&lls will be the ninth
recipient since its inauguration in 2003. It was renamed in recognition of the lat
Michael King for his contribution to literature and his role in advocating for a me
fellowship for New Zealand writers.

Previous recipients of the Creat
are Owen Marshall, Vincent O0O6Sul
Peat, Dame Fiona Kidman, Philip Simpson and Kate De Goldi.
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Ridley Latimer Colenso (23 september 1845 3 10 February 1926)
By Gillian Bell

nice cosy, comfortable house with the sea in front & a good view of ships &
boats up & down, 0 wrote Edith, Lattie
tage at Hythe, Southhampton.

Lattie & his wife Maud had come to New Ze
in May 1900, had attended Edithdéds wedding
joyed a large family Christmas gathering at Forest Lakes, the home of his sister, Fanny
Simcox & of his 79 year old mother.

Elizabeth was 24 when with determination & desperation, she had traversed the nearly
200 miles from Ahuriri to the Turanganui mission at Gisborne & the safety of medical

care from Archdeacon William Williams, a doctor, & his wife Jane, a nurse. The jour-

ney took over 3 weeks with William Colenso recounting how he shuddered to see his

wi febs effort in the awful winter conditi
bluffs can appreciate the dangers of the old Maori track. After 2 days rest, Williiam
Colenso returned to Ahuriri in 8 days and the baby was born 2 weeks later. He had
been absent during her first difficult confinement at Waimate and this time he did not
hear of his sonds birth until October 1
mont hs | ater, Elizabeth returned to Ahuri
second birthday, William christened his son, Ridley Latimer.
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of her uncle & aunt
t fAsuffers great]|
white gateod. Her b
of his nehewbs far

Edi thds journal te
|l anes although her
Zulu the dog up to
Lattie paid 150 po
ist.

When Elizabeth took Fanny (17) & Lattie (15) to England in 1861, they were popular
with the crew & were allowed to fiman t he
albatrosses to make muffs: Fanny had been shown this skill by the Austrian scientists,
Hochstetter and von Haast, who had stayed at the Taupiri mission station where their
mother was teachifigso it is not surprising that Edith talks of preserving a mole skin

with her unclebds help during her stay. La
and showed her his etched envelopes; there are several drawings of whimsical botani-

cal plants enjoyed today by my family.
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In London, the Colenso children were day pupils at their respective schools, Fanny at

Queens Coll ege & Lattie at Bruce Castl e.
AfEarly Rangitikei o recounts that Awhile a
boy known as 6The Bishopo6, being a relati
was great controversy as to his orthodoxy. Twenty years later while a guest of Mrs

Will Simcox at Ot aki I di scovered she was
Lattie & Fanny were guests at the wedding of the nephew of the founder of Bruce

Castle, Sir Rowland Hill, and Fannyobs gl o
ny of their mot herés brothers, John en ro
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cation, Edwin in Stuttgart, whom they visited, sister Esther in Tottenham before her

return to NZ, as well as many of the CMS returned missionaries. On August Ist, 1864,

the 3 Colensos had a two week family adventure, travelling to Paris via Southhampton

and Le Havre. Unfortunately, Lattie lost his hat out of the train window so his first
purchase in France was a very expensive h
book at 15 shillings with, in Lattiebs wr
was 2 shillings, his mother must have blanched at this extravagance although she had

an income from her farm at Pakuranga which was successfully managed by her foster
brother, Hemi Pepene. In Paris they took lodgings with an English lady, Mrs Boyes in

Rue de Corlese, paying two francs (1/8d) for a cab and 10 pence for Fanny & her

mother to have a hot bath. They then proceeded to visit many Roman Catholic church-

es & an Orthodox Greek church, where they found all these churches full of rituals,
fiidol atrousod symbols and commerci al actiyv
candlesd. They did, however, pay 2d to se
434 steps to see a magnificent view over the city. To lighten their sight seeing, they

went to the circus to see trapeze acrobats & visited the usual tourist spots such as the
Tuileries and Palace de Versailles as Paris filled up with visitors from around the

world in anticipation of the Emperor Napo
August 18th with magnificent fire works).

Back in England, Elizabeth rented 2 adjoining stone cottages at Hadfold Herne, Sus-

sex, belonging to Mr George Ireland, for 12 pounds a year as Lattie was to learn some-
thing of farming from him before entering St Johns College, Cambridge. Elizabeth &

Fanny returned to NZ in 1866 and about this time Lattie, now 21, visited his father in

Napier & perhaps this was the occasion on which William showed him the letters from
Elizabeth written when she |l eft Ahuriri f
AfiThese |l etters say it allo. Back in Engl a
joyed a reunion with his sister, newly married to Will Simcox, when she visited-her in

laws in 1870. Lattie spent Xmas with them and showed off his skating skills on the
Serpentine.

In 1875 he married Maud Cordelia Hamilton. She was 18 and Lattie 30 and their hon-
eymoon was a walking tour of the Lakes District. Their only child May was born in
1879 but sadly she died at 18 in1897. His neice, Edith, was born in Conway,Wales in
1871 & his nephew Martin was born in 1873. Edith always remembered her aunt &
uncle as kind, gentle people and before the outbreak of World War, Lattie & Maud had
had visits from neices & nephews in England. William Colenso never met any of his 9
grandchildren, two of whom died before he did.

Maud Colenso died in 1917 during a trip on the Continent. There is no family record

of Lattie visiting the country of his birth again and on his death in 1926 at Kilmuir,

two years before Fanny, his will was as ¢
assets he had bequeathed over 4000 pounds in amounts ranging from 2 pounds 10
shillings to 500 pounds, to 80 beneficiaries. There were insufficient funds to honour all
these legacies, but the NZ beneficiaries provided from their funds 1200 pounds to pay

Mrs H.S. Smith, housekeeper, one pound a week for her lifetime. By 1955, this allow-

ance was still being paid with the capital sum reduced to 558 pounds 16 shillings & 10
pence.
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Ridley Latimer Colenso

1. As a youth
2.c.1864: is that the
3. Graduation.

4. 1875: Lattie and Maud Colenso,
honeymooning on a walking tour of
the Lakes District.

5. May Colenso aged 14.

6. Lattie & Zulu at Sylvan cottage,
Hythe.

7. Lattieds grave.

8. Christmas 1899; Lattie, on his last
visit to New Zealand, has attended to
his fatheros estat g
photographed with his wife Maud, his
sister Frances (Fanny Simcox), his
mother, Elizabeth (now 79, in the
wheelchair) and his niece Constance,
at Otaki.







New Zeal andds first printelil
(Thelnland Printer, 7 (188990), pp.504506)



